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  Disaster Preparedness

PW Disaster Preparedness Training

Greeting and Registration – 8:30 am

Opening Devotional  (Sample) – 9:00 am

Let us join together in our opening devotional. (Choose a short devotional) Notice the word or phrase that stands out for you today:

Come, O Holy Spirit.

Come as Holy Light and lead us in the darkness,

come as Holy Power and enable our weakness,

come as Holy Life and dwell in us,

until we are set free from the service of ourselves

to be your servants to the world. Amen.

[Adapted from Book of Common Worship]
Table Top Drill – 9:10 am

Greet the group.  Introduce yourself and hold up your cellphone to begin to remind to turn it to silence.  As you do this say, “Please attend to this now, as it is urgent. “ Concurrently a photo scenario is dropped on each table.  Tell them they will report out in 30 minutes. 

Instructor Note:  The rationale for this activity is emergencies and disasters happen without time to prepare; you find yourself responding with people you don’t know.  Let each table know they will need a reporter who will give the names of person at the table and the group’s responses to the questions on the photo scenario.
Report Out and Participants’ Introductions – 9:40 am

One person will report out from each table introducing each person at the table by name and give their table group’s answers to the questions on the scenario/picture.

Instructor Note: This activity engages participants in the material and begins to build group rapport.  Having one person introduce the participants at their table is more efficient than individual introductions. 
Training Agenda and Logistics – 10:10 am

Housekeeping (bathrooms, exits, cell phones off, {wifi access}, parking lot, breaks, meals, etc.)
Introduce Instructors – Name, where from, NRT – how long. 
Instructor Note: Disaster planning and preparedness are of critical importance to community, individual, and congregational survival and recovery.  This training will enable congregations /mid councils to start helping their churches & communities plan for disasters.  This is very serious work – so we don’t intend to take ourselves too seriously.  So you hereby have permission– to laugh, to ask questions, and to have a good time as we work together.

Hand out materials – Review Objectives

Break – 10:25 – 10:40 am

Disaster 101 (PowerPoint) -10:40 am 
What is the most likely disaster to your community? 11:40 am 

Instructor Note: Make list on newsprint.  Begin with participants’ ideas.  Have cheat sheet with other ideas including responses from local Emergency Management Agency.
What is PDA? (PowerPoint)  – 12:00 
Lunch – 12:15 pm

Disaster Preparedness (PowerPoint)  - 1:00 pm

Break – 2:10 pm

Resources - 2:30 pm

Make Working Plans for Disaster Preparedness Training Events within Congregations/Presbyteries– 2:45 pm

Instructor Note:  Ask them to find a buddy to begin planning and making lists of what they will need to do to organize disaster preparedness trainings.   These can be on the presbytery level, in PW Clusters, or for congregations. 

Have paper available for them.  Instructors rotate between groups to be a resource for their questions and ideas.
Make Your List:

· Whom and how do you need to contact about disaster preparedness and the need for a training.  Be clear that the PW DP Trainings are for men and women in congregations and the presbytery.

· Whom to invite?  How to invite?  Where to hold the event, etc?

You may have heard and seen the PDA tag line - Stand in the GAP - Give, Act, Pray.
One of the ways to stand in the GAP is the ministry of disaster preparedness.  This PDA and PW collaboration is your training so you may go, inform and encourage people from presbytery, to congregations, to individuals and families about preparedness for disasters that can occur in their areas.

Report Out– 3:15 pm

This is time for them to share ideas and network.

Ask them to make lists of what they will need.

Break – 3:45 pm

Give instructions to gather at 4 p.m. for worship.

Worship and Commissioning – 4:00 pm – 4:30 pm
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