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Happy new year, and welcome to Mission Mosaic. For 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), 2016 marked several staff 
changes including the retirement of our dear colleague and founding 
editor, Pamela Burdine as well as Rick Turner, our gifted National 
Associate and former National Response Team volunteer. We 
welcomed new Communication and Outreach Associate Cameron 
Stevens and  the Rev. Dr. Jim Kirk, also a long-term National Response 

Team member, as Rick’s replacement.  Becca Snipp, an 18-year PC(USA) employee, now 
provides  administrative oversight of PDA. 

We have re-tooled Mission Mosaic with a year-end annual format, highlighting  stories 
from PDA’s work including current and ongoing national and international responses, 
refugee work, and volunteers throughout the US.  The Church has been busy indeed, 
showing the love of Christ to a broken and hurting world.

In December an article caught my attention:  Sorry to spoil your Christmas, but 
Jesus was not born in a stable.  Not only did this upset a lifetime of Christmas pageants, 
but it also unsettled my ideas for this letter—in which I intended to give thanks for your 
gifts and participation in the vital work of PDA—by likening it to the gifts of those who 
sheltered the homeless Holy Family in Bethlehem, and again in Egypt where they fled the 
wrath of Herod.   

In short, the article explains Jesus was born in the single room family living space. 
Jesus wasn’t kept out in the cold—he was born in the midst of kin. He doesn’t need our 
sympathy—but he does demand our attention, then, as now.

In fact, this is an even better way to thank you, and to draw attention to the work of 
PDA, its partners and volunteers.  Thank you for continuing to support children, refugees 
and communities displaced and on the move in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, South Sudan and 
Latin America. Thank you for helping neighbors whose lives were upended by tornadoes, 
fires, and unprecedented flooding in Texas, West Virginia and the Southeast. Thank you 
for  accompaniment, resources and spiritual and emotional care for survivors of mass 
violence, resiliency training for responders and faith leaders; and continuing long term 
recovery in places like the Philippines, Nepal, Haiti and West Africa.   

To think of disaster survivors, refugees, and global partners as kin, extended family 
to be welcomed home with joy, with whom we share ourselves and our resources 
generously… that is family.  We recognize  that we are all family, affected by the needs or 
suffering of any family member, always ready to make room, to dig deeper and make a 
way for all to live with dignity and recover a life of wholeness and meaning.  

Jesus is not far off or lonely: he is in the midst of us, God-made-flesh, reminding us 
all that we are one, that God’s image is in each of us, demanding that the urgent need of 
anyone who suffers is the urgent need of Christ, compelling our response. 

You will see in the following pages how Christ has been born among us, in refugee 
schools and shelters, tarped-over roofs, in the people who show up and keep responding 
to those afflicted by disaster or violence….and I hope that you will see in these faces and 
figures, the face of God….and join us in this new year, as we begin again.

With gratitude and peace,

The Rev. Dr. Laurie A Kraus
Coordinator, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
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There are live links 
throughout this issue. Click 

on underlined text for 
supplemental information. 

Share this issue: 
PCUSA.ORG/PDA/

MISSIONMOSAIC16

“IT MAKES ME EVEN 
MORE GLAD THAT I’M 
PRESBYTERIAN. I THINK 
KNOWING THAT PDA 
WAS THINKING, PRAYING, 
CARING, ORGANIZING ON 
OUR BEHALF — IT GAVE 
ME ENERGY.” Rev. Desiree Lawson, 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Flint, MI

CONNECT WITH PDA:

     FACEBOOK.COM/PDACARES

TWITTER.COM/PDACARES

VIMEO.COM/PDACARES

 PDA@PCUSA.ORG

Vik Schaaf

ACT/Paul Jeffrey

David Dockstader 

US Coast Guard/Brandon Giles

ACT/Paul JeffreyPBV

https://www.facebook.com/PDACARES/
https://twitter.com/PDACares
https://vimeo.com/pdacares
http://pcusa.org/pda/missionmosaic16
mailto:pda@pcusa.org
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F or the first time in nine years, a 
powerful, Category 5 hurricane made 
its presence known in 2016. Hurricane 

Matthew wreaked havoc as it journeyed 
across the western Atlantic, pounding parts 
of Haiti, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, the 
southeastern United States and the Canadian 
Maritimes. More than 1,600 people were 
killed in the path of the hurricane, which was 
the deadliest since Hurricane Stan in 2005. 
Matthew also caused more than $10.5 billion 
in damage, making it the costliest hurricane 
since Sandy in 2012. 

Haiti took the brunt of the storm, with 
hundreds of thousands of people left in need of 
help.

“The southern part of Haiti suffered the 
most,” said Luke Asikoye, Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance associate for international disaster 
response. “The homes were not very good to begin 
with, mostly shacks, which just compounded the 
situation. Most of the crops that people depended 
on for their livelihood were washed away.”

Haiti was still recovering from an earthquake 
in 2010 and from Hurricane Sandy two years 
later. 

“The government warned people to move, 
but where could they go?” asked Asikoye. “Floods 
washed away the bridge that provided the main 
connection with the island, so they were cut off. 
Many were killed by debris from the houses, trees 
and surge of water.”

In addition to dealing with the loss of homes, 
food and clean water, authorities have been trying 
to contain outbreaks of cholera and other diseases. 

PDA, which has been working with 
its partners in long-term recovery from the 
earthquake and Sandy, is continuing its work in 
connection with Matthew’s devastation.

While the storm’s impact along the eastern 
US seaboard was not as severe as originally feared, 
it has caused other problems due to flooding. 
PDA engaged with presbyteries along the East 
Coast several days prior to Matthew’s arrival, 
offering help and support to nine presbyteries in 
the storm’s path. 

Hurricane 
        Matthew:  By Rick Jones, PC(USA) Communications

Kathy Broyard

LWF/ACT
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“In early October, nearly two dozen National 
Response Teams were deployed to seven 
presbyteries from North Carolina to Central 
Florida,” said Jim Kirk, PDA associate for US 
disaster response. “The teams offered ministry 
of presence, helped presbytery leadership assess 
damage and need, connected presbyteries to 
the larger disaster response and worshiped in 
impacted churches.”

In North Carolina, damage was widespread 
in eastern parts of the state. Thousands were left 
homeless and numerous roads and bridges were 
washed out, which impacted travel, school bus 
routes and more. It took weeks for many people 
to return to their homes to assess the damage.  

“We had two church buildings suffer 
significant water damage,” said Bill Reinhold, 
general presbyter and stated clerk for Costal 
Carolina Presbytery. “Other churches had roof 
leaks because of high wind and missing shingles.”

Reinhold said he’s worked closely with PDA, 
FEMA, the Red Cross and other agencies to meet 

the emergency needs and believes the state was 
better prepared for this disaster. “The lessons we 
have learned in disaster response over the last 10 
years are paying off. We are seeing better local, 
state and federal coordination.”

Charleston, South Carolina, had spent the 
greater part of the year recovering from flooding 
in 2015 when Matthew came ashore. Donnie 
Woods, executive presbyter for Charleston-
Atlantic Presbytery, reached out to all 48 churches 
that are part of the 12 counties of lower South 
Carolina. He said the mass evacuation of people 
up and down the coastline was the right thing to 
do and likely saved numerous lives.

Florida’s emergency response teams were 
thankful the damage wasn’t as severe as expected.

“There were a lot of people who lost 
everything. The storm surge made a total mess of 
neighborhoods,” said Kathy Broyard, executive 
director of the Florida Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance Network. “Long-term recovery will 
take months if not years.”

The long road to recovery
HOW YOU CAN HELP
››  Designate your gift to 

DR000193. Click 
here to donate online

››  Make Gift of the Heart 
kits; flood buckets, 
hygiene kits and 
school kits are always 
needed. Click here 
for more information

››  Volunteer to rebuild  
in the United States. 
Click here for 
information on volunteer 
opportunities

Jocelyn Augustino/FEMA

Thomas Lohnes/DKH/ACT

Thomas Lohnes/DKH/ACT

Lynn Nakashian  

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000193/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/work-teams-locations/
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REFUGEES ARE OFTEN ASKED . . . 
Refugees are often asked (expected even) to 

wait for years in a limbo existence, completely 
dependent on the welfare of others, until they 
are either able to return to their home country in 
peace, or able to make a home in a new country.  
Many scholars are encouraging countries to do 
more to provide legal means for refugees to find a 
place to live and work legally. 

Another important concept in responding 
to any refugee crisis is the notion of “Durable 
Solutions.”  Durable Solutions refers to the long 
term solutions for people living as refugees. 
Refugee status is intended to be a temporary 
designation in that it recognizes the loss of 
someone’s full rights as a citizen of his/her country 
and the protection being offered by another.  
In the long run, the goal is to regain one’s full 
human rights, which can only be conferred 
through citizenship.  There are, therefore, three 
durable solutions:  Voluntary Return (to home 
country), Integration (in the country of asylum), 
or Resettlement (to a third country).

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
As North Americans and church people, many 

times we express our love through the giving of 
material goods – money, food, and clothing. This 
generosity is wonderful, but challenging. This 
does not suggest that refugees don’t need material 
support - they certainly do - but there is much 
more you can offer. Here are a few suggestions:

In 2016, PC(USA) joined with more than 
100 faith-based communities and national, 
state, and local organizations urging President 

Obama’s administration to call for renewed 
commitments to refugee protection, assistance, 
and solutions. The request was to provide 
solutions for 200,000 refugees in 2017 through 
resettlement and alternative admissions pathways 
to the United States, with appropriate funding 
for services and support. Sixty-five million men, 
women, and children have lost their homes as 
a result of the worldwide refugee crisis, with 
nearly 21 million forced to flee their home 
country. Most of the 21 million are struggling to 
survive in neighboring countries on their own, 
which can place political, economic and security 
challenges on the host countries.

REFUGEES ARE SURVIVORS
They would not be here if they didn’t have 

strong survival skills.  Yet, so much of what 
happens to someone as a consequence of 
becoming a refugee objectifies the person.  When 
you cross borders, leaving everything you own 
behind, you do not automatically become part of 
the new society.  You can be set aside in a refugee 
camp or, in the U.S., sent to a detention center. 
Refugees can lose the right to work or the right to 
go to school, as well as losing control over many 
aspects of their daily life.  The result is that survival 
becomes dependent upon help from others. 

We Choose Welcome:: 
Addressing The Worldwide Refugee Crisis
By Susan Krehbiel, PDA Catalyst for Refugees and Asylum

OVERSEAS REFUGEE RESPONSE
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance assists refugees overseas through our mission and church partners.  
The ACT (Action by Churches Together) Alliance brings together a worldwide network of Protestant 
and Orthodox churches and their related agencies to coordinate their humanitarian assistance.  In 2016, 
PDA supported Hungarian Interchurch Aid to set up shelters, provide emergency provisions (such 
as hygiene items and blankets) and staff to provide emotional and spiritual care, particularly for the 
children and young people. 

SUPPORT PDA’S  
REFUGEE MINISTRY

››  Designate your gift to 
refugee emergencies in 
the U.S. (DR000095) 
or internationally 
(DR000156). Visit our 
website for information 
on how to donate: click 
here

››  Host a screening of PDA’s 
documentary “Locked 
in a Box: Immigration 
Detention” (see p. 11)
Click here to watch

http://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/
https://vimeo.com/album/4215310
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000095/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/


•  Stand for WELCOME, help
refugees feel like they belong;

•  Speak out on their behalf in church, at
PTA meetings, community events, and
conversations with friends and neighbors.

This is by no means a complete list. For 
more resources or information on how to help 
refugees, click here.

•  Find out if there is a visitation ministry
in your area and support it;

• Be in solidarity with refugees;
•  Co-sponsor a refugee family with

your local resettlement office;
•  Be open to listening and learning

from refugees;

One study found that 79% of 
the Syrian children interviewed 
had experienced the death of at 
least one family member.  

Similarly, only about half of 
Syrian refugee children living 
in the neighboring countries 
go to school, as few as 20% are 
enrolled in some locations.

Before 2011, most children in 
Syria went to school.  By the 
beginning of 2014 school year, 
less than half the children were 
in school and “Syria’s primary 
school enrollment is now one of 
the lowest in the world.”  

Through PDA’s partnership with the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, 5 schools 
opened in 2016 where over 300 elementary-aged Syrian children living in refugee camps are receiving 
education.

(Source: Selcuk R. SiRin and lauRen RogeRS-SiRin, The Educational and Mental Health Needs of Syrian Children, 
Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute,  October, 2015.)

REFUGEE CHILDREN 
The impact of war and displacement on children is profound.  Statements often made in popular 

culture that “children bounce back” fail to recognize the unique effects of trauma and deprivation on 
children whose lives have been disrupted, often at key moments in their development.  

Here is a glimpse at the impact of the Syrian war on the children:

79%
experienced a family 

member death 50%
or less attend school

20%
enrollment  at 
some locations

Did you know
The terms “refugee,” “asylum seeker” and “migrant” are relational. Which term we use says as much 
about ourselves as it does about the other person.  The right to seek asylum is the recognition that 
there are circumstances that compel individuals to cross borders in search of safety and the obligation 
of the government in the receiving country to allow it.  The most basic measure of whether or not a 
government is living up to its obligations under the refugee convention is the act of “refoulement” which 
is the non-voluntary, forcible return of someone back to the threat of persecution.  

http://pda.pcusa.org/page/refugee/
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J oan Otto’s passion for disaster relief service 
began when she volunteered to muck out 
and rebuild following Hurricane Katrina. 

After several week-long relief trips to the Gulf, 
she agreed to manage a Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) Volunteer Village in Houma, 
Louisiana, for three months in 2010. There she 
made the village a “Houma away from home” 
for the volunteers. 

A resident of northwestern Pennsylvania and 
a woman of strong faith, she was inspired to join 
the PDA National Response Team in 2011. This 
work brought her to the Jersey shore, where she 
took on a number of key roles in the aftermath 
of Superstorm Sandy. With her background in 
interior design and extensive experience hosting 
volunteers, Otto spent a week helping to prepare 
a comfortable housing complex for volunteers to 
stay in at Camp Evans, a former military research 
facility in Wall Township, New Jersey. Camp 
Evans was converted into volunteer housing by 
the Monmouth County Long-Term Recovery 
Group with support from PDA. After the 
redesign was complete, Otto served as a village 
manager at Camp Evans for 124 college students 
who volunteered during their spring breaks. The 
students came from 11 universities, 26 states and 
seven foreign countries.

“We all came together at the Jersey shore for 
the same cause, and it was such a beautiful thing 
to see,” Otto said. “They arrived as strangers, and 
many of them left as lifelong friends.”

But her work didn’t stop there. Otto also made 
several trips to Union Beach, New Jersey, where 
she helped demolish and rebuild homes with her 
husband and friends. She had the opportunity to 
work with local leaders of the rebuilding efforts, 
including AmeriCorps volunteer managers.

“It was an honor to work side by side with 
the AmeriCorps team; I’d call any of them my 
friends,” said Otto, who had earned the nickname 
“Demo Diva.”

With 25 disaster relief trips to five states 

under her belt, Otto is happy to continue serving 
others. “Anytime I do mission work, I come back 
with so much more than I give,” she said. “It’s so 
rewarding. I’ve been blessed.”

Many of PDA’s National Response Team 
members have stories like Otto’s. See page 10 for 
more information on what the National Response 
Team did in 2016. 

This story was adapted from an article published in United 
Way of Monmouth and Ocean Counties’ “Rebuilding the 
Jersey Shore” report. To read the report, click here

Wielding her Wonder Bar 
and donning her hard hat, 
Joan Otto is ready for work. 
She has been on 25 disaster 
relief trips, earning her the 
nickname “Demo Diva.”

DELIVERING HOPE 
 AND HEALING

http://www.uwmoc.org/superstorm-sandy
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14
volunteers served

50
volunteers served

12
volunteers served

Wildfires: 4

Floods: 41

Refugees: 6
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 & Matthew: 21
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Your Gifts At Work in the U.S.
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volunteers served

45
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203
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51
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2,945
volunteers served

865
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57
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Human-caused disasters
can include, but are not 
limited to: arson, bombings, 
shootings, stabbings and 
industrial accidents. PDA 
began responding to human-
caused disasters following 
the Oklahoma City bombing 
in 1995 and the shooting 
incident at Columbine High 
School in Littleton, CO, in 
1999. Both of these incidents 
demonstrated in profound 
ways how very different 
human-caused disasters are 
from disasters caused by 
natural events. See p. 11 for 
resources related to public 
violence.

In 2016 PDA disbursed a total of $1,127,500 in grants to  
29 states. Grants were for, but not limited to: church damage, 
community response, Camp Noah (see p. 14), Long Term 
Recovery and volunteer villages. On this map, blue states 
indicate where PDA granted funds; states containing numbers 
have volunteer opportunities in which YOU can get involved! 
For more information about joining the 8,811 work team 
volunteers who helped those affected by disaster, contact 
the PDA Call Center. 866-732-6121 / pda.callcenter@pcusa.org

mailto:pda.callcenter@pcusa.org
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T he PDA National Response Team 
(NRT) consists of about 100 members 
who represent PDA and the PC(USA) 

in the field following a disaster. They provide 
support to presbyteries and synods as they 
assess the impact of the disaster on both the 
church and the community, and they assist in 
connecting presbyteries to recovery resources. 
NRT members spent approximately 2,377 days 
in 62 presbyteries. 505 individuals deployed for 
the following responses:

• 9 for church fires
• 105 for floods
• 34 for human-caused disasters
• 46 for hurricanes
• 24 for refugee ministry
• 16 for tornadoes
• 13 for wildfires

NOTE: some deployments are for meetings, 
trainings, etc. These deployments are not 
included in the category totals, which explains 
the discrepancy between the deployment total 
and the deployment category totals. 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
In 2015, PDA and Presbyterian Women 

(PW) started a collaboration to help congregations 
and presbyteries prepare for disasters. Members 
of the PDA National Response Team designed 
a curriculum for disaster preparedness and plan 
to train members of PW from each presbytery. 
One could consider these trainers our Boots on 
the Ground before a disaster. So far there are 93 
trainers in 43 Presbyteries.

Boots on the Ground
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NRT Deployed

PW Trainers

NRT Deployed & PW Trainers

For information about joining the NRT or 
becoming a disaster preparedness trainer, 

please email PDA@pcusa.org or click here

http://pda.pcusa.org/page/volunteer/
mailto:pda@pcusa.org
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T hanks to the creative talents within the 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 
program, congregations have access to 

original films that can serve as “conversation 
starters” for their ministry and community. 
Locked in a Box: Immigration Detention follows 
individuals held in the US immigration 
detention system, Kepulihan: When the Waters 
Recede reveals the 10-year aftermath of the 
2004 Indonesian tsunami through the eyes of 
a survivor, and Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun 
Violence examines the effect that one shooting 
has on a survivor, family, community and 
society.

These short films are available for screenings 
to congregations seeking to raise awareness, 
connect members of a community, and equip 
congregation members to get involved in 
important issues such as immigrant detention, 
gun violence and disaster recovery.

“Churches seem hungry for these kinds 
of story resources that enable them to host 
conversations about relevant and complex issues,” 
says David Barnhart, documentary filmmaker 
and associate for PDA’s storytelling ministry. 
“It allows them to ask the question ‘How are we 
called to respond?’” He produced and directed 
each of the documentaries.

Locked in a Box uncovers the stories behind 
immigrant detainees and the people who visit 
them. Produced in partnership with Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service, the film strips 
away political rhetoric to reveal the human 
toll caused by detention. The film won the 
Morris Film Award for documentaries at Tryon 
International Film Festival, as well as a 2016 
DeRose-Hinkhouse Award.

Kepulihan records the reflections and insights 
of Indonesian tsunami survivor Pak Yadi over a 
10-year period. Yadi buried 15 family members in 
the aftermath of the earthquake and subsequent 
tsunami that devastated the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra in 2004. Kepulihan is an Indonesian 
word for “healing” and “recovery.” The film 
follows Yadi as he rebuilds his life and community 
amid loss and devastation. It also won a 2016 

DeRose-Hinkhouse Award.
Trigger, released in 2012, still resonates today. 

It’s told from the perspective of those who have 
been directly impacted by, and called to respond 
to, gun violence. 

“Most people think gun violence happens 
someplace else or to someone else, but it can 
happen anywhere,” says Barnhart. “Trigger is 
intended to wake people up. Gun violence should 
not be the norm in our society.”

Currently in production are documentaries 
responding to gun violence, the water crisis in 
Flint, Michigan, and the Syrian refugee crisis. 
PDA also recently released a series of videos about 
pastoral trauma. All videos, except Trigger, can 
be found at vimeo.com/PDACares. Trigger can 
be purchased from the PC(USA) store.

Story Ministry: Connecting 
Communities Through Film

https://vimeo.com/pdacares
https://www.pcusastore.com/
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Syria/Lebanon:
Situation
Ongoing support for displaced peoples 
in response to violence in Syria in 
cooperation with National Evangelical 
Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL) 
to include…

Assistance:
•  food assistance for war affected and 

displaced people in Damascus ($50 
voucher to 200 families).

•  emergency winter relief to include 
fuel and oil, medication support, 
school support and rent assistance to 
over 2000 displaced persons/families.

•  a school project for displaced children 
living in refugee camps. In 2016, 5 
schools opened that are hosting over 
300 children.

Haiti:
Situation
•  Ongoing response to Hurricane Sandy 

in cooperation with Association Pour 
Le Development Integral Des Palmes 
(ADIP) Appui au Development Local 
en Haiti (ADLH), FONDAMA and 
response to Hurricane Matthew in 
cooperation with ACT Alliance, 

Assistance:
•  650 beneficiaries received training on 

soil conservation and restoration.
•  650 seed (maize, beans, vegetables, 

roots) and agricultural tools 
beneficiaries.

•  50 livestock beneficiaries
•  Cholera Prevention-distribution of 

water treatment pills, Clorox, soap, 
and oral serums. 

•  Hurricane Matthew response through 
support of ACT Alliance appeal 
HTI161 providing emergency relief to 
hurricane affected communities.

South Sudan:
Situation
•  Food security and emergency relief in 

response to Bentui and Juba violence 
for displaced persons in cooperation 
with Presbyterian Relief and 
Development Agency (PRDA).

Assistance:
•  800 families received emergency 

relief, which included items such as 
maize, cooking oil, mosquito nets, 
jerry cans and blankets. 

•  Provided shelter, food, water and 
basic medical care facilities to 2,000 
internally displaced persons. 

http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/south-sudan/
http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/syria/
http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/hurricane-matthew-response/
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Your Gifts At Work Internationally
Total amount granted: $2,919,976.26

Philippines:
Situation
Ongoing response to November 2013 
Typhoon Haiyan in cooperation with
 United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines (UCCP), Women’s 
Resource Center, Community 
Empowerment Resource Network, 
INC., and the Center for Environmental 
Concerns.

Assistance:
Shelter: 123 constructed houses from 
October 2015 to July 2016.

Livelihood: 3 rice and corn mills 
installed, 12 Food processing 
beneficiaries, 8 with Carpentry tools, 5 
for Sewing, 54 with Sari-sari stores, 549 
for pigs, 22 for goats, 46 for carabaos 
and plows, 105 sacks of Aerobic rice 
seeds and 842 assorted packs of 
vegetable seeds. 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 
component: 121 latrines constructed 
and installed, 752 water filtration kits to 
households and 1,000 to the National 
Council of Churches of the Philippines.

Health Component: 1547 participants 
for community health training, 60 
scrub suits, completion of birthing 
clinic construction, 247 eyeglasses, 368 
beneficiaries received medical consults, 
dental extractions, diabetic screenings 
and/or urinalysis.

Malawi:
Situation
•  During the 2014/2015 agricultural 

production season, Malawi 
experienced severe flooding and 
drought, resulting in food insecurity.

Assistance:
•  2,030 households supported with 

relief maize in Malawi.

In 2016 PDA responded to disasters in 21 countries outside the U.S. and granted 
a total of $2,919,976.26 for international disaster response. Dark blue indicates a 
country that received assistance.

DESIGNATE YOUR  
GIFT TO A SPECIFIC 

AREA—see our website 
for a list of active 

Disaster Response 
accounts,  click here.

http://pda.pcusa.org/page/active-accounts/
http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/malawi-flooding/
http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/philippines-typhoon-haiyan/
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Camp Noah is a nationally acclaimed 
preparedness and resiliency day camp 
for elementary children in communities 

impacted by disaster. It provides a safe, caring 
and fun environment where children build 
resiliency skills within the familiarity of their 
own communities using a curriculum proven 
to help them process disaster or traumatic 
experiences. Using creative activities and play 
within a safe and supportive setting, children are 
encouraged to face their fears, grieve their losses, 
identify and share their unique gifts and talents, 
and plan for an amazing future.  

Over the course of five days, each Camp Noah 
participant receives approximately $150 worth 
of materials, including a personal emergency 
preparedness backpack. Each session includes 
materials and a large, well-trained staff; the cost 
to implement each session is $20,000. 

Camp Noah began in 1997 as a response 
to flooding in the Red River Valley of North 

Dakota and Minnesota, and grew 

dramatically in response to Hurricane Katrina in 
2005. Since 1997, Camp Noah has served nearly 
13,000 elementary-age children in 28 states and 
Puerto Rico.  It’s owned and operated nationally 
by Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota ( www.
campnoah.org.).

Mission Presbytery obtained three grants 
of $10,000 each from PDA to support three 
camps in and around San Marcos, Texas.  Several 
hundred homes were severely damaged or 
destroyed by two flash floods which devastated 
the area in May/June 2015. These camps were 
attended by 130 campers in total.  The PDA 
grants were matched with funds raised by First 
Presbyterian Church (FPC) of San Marcos, 
Bastrop Christian Ministerial Alliance, the 
Bastrop County Long-Term Recovery Team, and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 
FPC of San Marcos also provided volunteer and 
logistical support, including food and housing for 
camp staff, and bus transportation for campers.

PDA also granted funds to support two 
Camp Noah sessions in Flint, Michigan that were 

attended by more than 60 elementary-
age children.

By Alan Ford, Mission Presbytery Disaster Preparedness Coordinator



Text SHARING to 56512 to learn more or to give to One Great Hour of Sharing or visit www.pcusa.org/oghs.
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Whether you live in a small community 
or a sprawling metropolis, people 
share many of the same needs, 

including the need for safe drinking water. 
When Flint, Michigan, made national 

headlines after high levels of lead and other 
contaminants were found in its water supply, 
churches mobilized by collecting bottled water 
and educating the public in and around the city 
about the dangers and health concerns. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sent members 
of its National Response Team into churches to 
meet with leaders and to help organize pastoral 
care and trauma counseling. 

“Primarily, our mission was to be a presence, 
to let the people of Flint know that Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance and the entire PC(USA) cared 
about them,” said Gail Farnham, a National 
Response Team member who visited Flint in 
January 2016. “We could see that there was a 
great deal of stress and it was visible to the pastors 
with whom we were dealing.”

“When it became apparent that this was 

going to be a long-term, major concern, a crisis, 
we knew PDA was equipped to assist us,” said 
Daniel Saperstein, executive presbyter with the 
Presbytery of Lake Huron. 

“It’s so amazing because people are still 
calling, wanting to know how we’re doing,” said 
Rev. Desiree Lawson, pastor of Trinity United 
Presbyterian Church. “It makes me even more 
glad that I’m a Presbyterian. Knowing that PDA 
was thinking, praying, caring and organizing on 
our behalf—it gave me energy.”

At the same time the Flint water crisis came 
to a head, authorities discovered contamination 
in the water supply of the small community of 
Hoosick Falls, New York. The contamination 
was caused by perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), 
a compound used in manufacturing of a wide 
variety of products. According to an EPA advisory, 
“there is suggestive evidence of carcinogenic 
potential for PFOA.” 

“Tests now show a new water filter is 
removing the PFOA or bringing it down to a 
safe level,” said Rev. Donna Elia, pastor of First 
United Church, Presbyterian, in Hoosick Falls, 
a community of 3,400. “New rounds of blood 
tests have been offered to those who have not 
previously been tested. Most people are not using 
bottled water but are instead using the tap water 
now that it’s been filtered.”

Addressing
WATER
CONTAMINATION 
in US communities
RICK JONES



 Mission MOSAIC       17

PDA National Response Team members 
visited Hoosick Falls, meeting with pastors and 
presbyters, as well as worshiping in local churches. 
Many local faith leaders believe the visit has made 
a difference.

“Kudos to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
because we are the only denomination that 
came and responded,” said Elia. “Because of 
that, community leaders, residents and church 
members have access to pastoral care and are 
thinking about long-term problem solving. 
It’s really because of our denomination that we 
became a focal point for the community.”

While a new water filter has brought the levels 
of PFOA down, authorities aren’t sure about the 
long-term impact.

“Blood tests have shown that people do have 
elevated levels of PFOA, anywhere from 10 to 
several hundred times the allowable amount,” said 
Elia. “What we don’t know is if this is an indicator 
of future illness. That’s the great unknown.”

Elia says that despite the scare, the people of 
Hoosick Falls have been resilient. “They were glad 
that the attention was placed on the problem and 
that something is being done about it. There’s 
also a movement called Hoosick Rising, in which 
people are trying to elevate the community’s 
resilience and strengths.”

Addressing
WATER
CONTAMINATION
in US communities
RICK JONES

THINGS YOU CAN DO
•  Support PDA’s relief and recovery  for  water 

contamination issues by designating gifts to
DR000015

•  Educate yourself and others on the policies 
to improve local water infrastructure

• Reduce energy use and use renewables

• Conserve water and avoid bottled water

•  Learn about the issues of climate change. 
Several ministries of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) have resources available. See 
presbyterianmission.org for more information

•  Stay tuned for a new documentary series on 
the topic of water issues. Like us on Facebook 

to be among the first to know when 
it’s available. (facebook.com/
PDACares)

This box was adapted from an article that  
originally appeared in the Fall 2016 issue of  
PHP Post, a publication from the Presbyterian  
Hunger Program.

https://www.facebook.com/PDACARES/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000015/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/
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I n times of disaster, whether human-caused 
or natural, we are saturated with news 
coverage. Images of people being airlifted out 

of flooded homes or rescuers digging through 
rubble after an earthquake are embedded in us 
in those initial first days. People are quick to 
respond in the rescue and cleanup.

But once the immediacy of the disaster has 
begun to fade, it is natural for our attention to be 
focused on the next “big event.” Unfortunately, 
the communities impacted by the disaster are still 
coping with the cleanup and rebuilding effort, 
and it may take years for a sense of normalcy to 
return. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in it for 
the long haul, whether the affected community 
is in the United States or on the other side of the 
world. 

Between October 15 and November 8, 
2013, the Philippines received a one-two punch 
of natural disasters. First a 7.2-magnitude 
earthquake struck the island of Bohol; then, 
weeks later, Typhoon Haiyan made landfall on 
the islands of Samar and Leyte. By the time it was 
over, more than 6,000 people had been killed and 
millions were left homeless.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has been 
working through its partners, the United Church 
of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the 
National Council of Churches in the Philippines 

and ACT Alliance, to provide recovery assistance 
to the villages and communities damaged. The 
PC(USA) is a funding member of the UCCP and 
has supported the founding of churches, schools 
and hospitals throughout the country. 

In the fall of 2016, a PC(USA) delegation 
traveled throughout the country to visit areas 
recovering from the disaster. 

“This was an opportunity for Presbyterian 
Mission Agency leadership to meet face-to-face 
with its counterparts at the UCCP as well as 
learn more about the work taking place in the 
Philippines,” said Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, PDA 
coordinator. “We wanted to look at projects that 
were still in the works, as well as those that were 
completed. We were also there to look at the 
remaining projects and ceremonially turn the 
reins of the response over to our partners in the 
UCCP.”

During their visit, the delegation saw 
where new homes had replaced old, dilapidated 
structures and new water filtration systems had 
been implemented as part of the rebuilding effort. 

Throughout the visit, the delegation 
participated in ceremonial events to commemorate 
the new start. Kraus says it’s customary for PDA 
to return to a region toward the end of a large-
scale disaster response project. 

“It’s important that we go back to honor the 
work they’ve done,” said Kraus. “We’re given 
resources by the church, we find local partners 
and provide them with the tools to rebuild their 
own lives. They know what they need, but if 
there is expertise that we can provide, we support 
them.”

Prior to Hurricane Matthew, the people of 
Charleston, South Carolina, were still dealing 
with the impact of their historic flooding a 
year before. Between October 1 and October 
5, 2015, a stalled front packed with moisture 

Nicole Adona, 5, and her 
brother Gilbert, 6, play in 
the rubble of what was 
once their family’s home 
on Jinamoc Island, part of 
the municipality of Basey in 
the Philippines province of 
Samar that was hit hard by 
Typhoon Haiyan.

Helping  
communities worldwide 
recover from disaster:  
a long-term commitment
Rick Jones

ACT/Paul Jeffrey
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dumped record amounts of rainfall, mostly in the 
Charleston tri-county area. Totals ranged from 
15 to 20 inches, with localized amounts over 25 
inches. 

Damage to homes and businesses was 
significant, and hundreds had to be evacuated. 
Roads, interstates and bridges were closed for 
weeks, and high tides only added to the record 
floods.

Fast-forward to the summer of 2016, and work 
continued in an effort to return life to normal in 
the coastal community. For Presbyterian church 
leaders in the area, that work is just beginning. 
Rev. Dr. Donnie R. Woods, executive presbyter 
for Charleston Atlantic Presbytery, says that in 
addition to the thousands of homes that were 
damaged, at least six Presbyterian churches were 
in need of repair.

“We developed a relationship with 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance which led to 
the presbytery office becoming a hosting site for 
groups that came to help repair damaged homes 
and churches,” he said. “It took a long time to get 
everything in place. We have learned there is still 
so much work to be done on the islands. Some 
of the remote areas were devastated. A lot of the 
homes were not inhabitable at all.”

By developing partnerships with other 
organizations in the area, Woods said, the 
presbytery was able to match incoming groups 
with construction coordinators. Most of the work 
has involved roof repair, but there is still plenty of 

internal damage as well.
For the longest time, relief groups were 

working independently and didn’t know what the 
connections were, according to Woods. PDA’s 
National Response Team members have been 
helpful in providing guidance. 

“After the flood, we surveyed all of the 
churches and put more than 150 people in 
touch with FEMA,” said Woods. “In the most 
remote places where our elderly members live, 
it was through the efforts of our churches that 
they were connected with those that could help. 
Our long-term recovery committee has brought 
denominations together now to do more.”

Princess Angel Moristo, 
7, helps build a temporary 
shelter for her family in 
Tacloban, a city in the 
Philippines province of 
Leyte that was hit hard 
by Typhoon Haiyan in 
November 2013. The 
storm was known locally as 
Yolanda.

Debris piles in Columbia, 
SC. The rainfall from this 
storm exceeded that of 
any tropical storm in South 
Carolina history. (source: 
The Weather Channel)

ACT/Paul Jeffrey

FEMA/Bill Koplitz

HOW YOU CAN HELP

››  Designate your gift to  
the Philippines 
(DR000012) or U.S. 
Flooding (DR000191).

››  Make Gift of the  
Heart kits; flood  
buckets, hygiene kits  
and school kits are  
always needed. 
Click here for more 
information

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000012/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000191/
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/


20   |   Annual Report 2016

2016 in Review

Dave Barnhart

Rosa Matamoros/ACT

First Presbyterian Church of NYC
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THANK YOU!

In 2016, because of your generous support, PDA was able to grant more than  

$4 MILLION across the globe; support 8,811 WORK TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

who helped those affected by disaster; deploy 505 NATIONAL RESPONSE TEAM 
MEMBERS who spent 2,377 DAYS in the field in 62 PRESBYTERIES; train  
93 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN in disaster preparedness; and support 5 SCHOOLS  
for over 300 SYRIAN CHILDREN living in refugee camps.

Mike Fitzer 

Kathy Broyard 

Laurie Kraus
Roberta Updegraff
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Important dates for 2017
March 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . Blue Shirt Sunday (first Sunday in Lent)
April 21-24 . . . . . . . . . Ecumenical Advocacy Days
June 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . World Refugee Day
July 6-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . Big Tent
September 21  . . . . . International Day of Peace

To see where your gifts to 
 One Great Hour Of Sharing are 
used, view the interactive map 
at pcusa.org/oghsmap

Presbyterian Mission
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Support the work of PDA:
Give to the General Relief & PDA Support account: 
write “DR000148” on the memo line of a check 
made payable to Presbyterian Church (USA) or use 
the enclosed envelope and mail to:
   Presbyterian Church (USA)
   PO Box 643700
   Pittsburgh, PA 15264

Become a Pillar of the Church: make a monthly  
or annually sustaining gift to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, a ministry of Compassion, Peace and  
Justice. 
For more information:  
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pillars/

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pillars/
http://www.pcusa.org/oghsmap



